
Economy

The economy of Kinston is greatly diversified with manu-

facturing being the biggest employer. Tobacco manufacturing is

the largest, followed by construction and allied fields and apparel

and related products. For Kinston, the number of employees has de-

creased as the population has decreased in the last decade. How-

ever, when looking at manufacturing on a county basis, the total

number of employees has increased. Since I960, the total number

of employers in Kinston has decreased by 13 and by 10 on an over-

all county basis.

Kinston 1 s economy is somewhat diversified and the labor force

in Kinston is very similar. In I960, Kinston' s labor force totaled

8,924 persons or 35.94% of the population. Exact Kinston labor

force data from the 1970 census is presently unavailable; however,

by using the 1960 labor force as a percentage of population,

35.94%, the 1971 labor force in Kinston would be approximately

8,008 persons. This probably is not the case since the Lenoir

County labor force has had an increase of all sectors of the labor

force except the agricultural sector.

The largest occupation representation reflected for Kinston

is in the operatives, such as machine operators, at 19% of the

labor force. Professional and technical occupations rank second

with 21.4% of the labor force. In reviewing the Lenoir County

labor force, it should be noted that Total Employment has had an

average annual increase of 746 since 1962 with the largest in-

creases in the non-manufacturing industries. Agricultural employ-

ment has had a large decline, mostly due to the increased automation
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